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Determinants of rodent population fluctuations and methodological approaches to estimate 

small herbivore density  

 

Abstract: 

Irruptive rodent fluctuations are one the most interesting phenomenon in ecology. They 

nevertheless pose a significant risk to human health as well as agricultural practices. An 

accurate determination of population dynamics using validated methods is therefore an 

essential prerequisite for meaningful risk assessment.  

This talk will explore the main determinants of rodent population fluctuations and present an 

overview of benefits and pitfalls of key methods available for density estimation.  
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